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performing in Paris and delighting Theo-phile Gautierwith his power. In " Shakespeare's Female Characters" Lady Martin tells us : "I learned afterwards that among the audience, when I first played Ophelia, /                        were many of the finest minds in Paris;
/ -                         and these found (most pretty things ' to
say of the Ophelia to which I had introduced them. Many came after the play to my dressing-room, in the French fashion,
j                          to say them, I suppose ; but, having had
this ordeal to go through before, after Desdemona, the character in which I first appeared in Paris, my English shyness took me out of the theatre as soon as I
j                          had finished, and before the play ended.
All this was, of course, pleasant. But what really gratified me most was to learn that Mr. Macready, sternest of critics, watched me on each night in the scenes of the fourth act; and, among the many kind things he said, I cannot forget his telling me that I had thrown a new light on the part, and that he had never 112